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THE

OVERVIEW

T

he COVID-19 pandemic is
a crisis that affects
everyone. While the origin
of the outbreak and its transmission
pathway are yet to be asserted, we
know diseases passed from animals
to humans (zoonotic diseases) are on
the rise, as the world continues to see
unprecedented destruction of wild
habitats by human activity. As noted
by the UN's environment chief,
Inger Andersen and other
environmental experts, “Nature is
sending us a message with the coronavirus
pandemic and the ongoing climate crisis”
Find out more about on how we were
able to beat the pandemic crisis and
continued our awareness as regard
the environment.
The 2020 Africa Green Awards
theme was: Empowering African

Youths, the foundation with the
support of several others around the
world recognised and celebrated
African youths for their innovative
and creative minds whilst
encouraging others to look inward
and as posited by Dr Richard
Munang, 'retool their skills into
becoming solution providers.
Having gone through with the
celebration of youths across the
continent, the presentation of some
of the awards was held at the
residence of the Swedish
Ambassador to Nigeria, Ghana,
Cameroon and ECOWAS.
What are your plans for our
environment in the year 2021? What
partnerships are you currently
working on to ensure all Sustainable
Development Goals are met.
1
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GREEN WEBINAR SERIES

W

we set up a 4 weeks intensive Green
Webinar Series for the purpose of
Educating, Enlightening and
Proffering solutions to basic
environmental issues.
The ﬁrst part of the webinar was
held on Friday, 9th October, 2020
with seasoned facilitators including;
Agnes Ansah Osei, (PFAN Country
Coordinator (Ghana) at UNIDO,
Ghana), Amanda Mugadza,
( M i d l a n d s S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y,
Zimbabwe) and the host, Rukayat
Bello Alli-Oluwafuyi(Environmental
Sustainability Expert). The discourse
centered on Environmental Laws
and Policies; Policy Formulation and
Implementation. The discussion

ith the rise of the virus;
COVID-19 around the
globe, there is the need
for us to double our efforts in
tackling climate change and other
environmental issues as the
pandemic has revealed our lapses. As
part of our cardinal points which are
a d vo c a c y, e m p owe r m e n t a n d
research we saw the need to keep
pushing conversations around
environmental sustainability in order
to build back better. Hence, in
partnership with the Swedish
Embassy in Nigeria and Emerald
Scape Environmental Development,
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Revolution Forum), Henry Bassey
(Founder, Green Hub Africa), Mr
Azeez Oluwole (Founder,
Farmkonnect).
Since the outbreak of the Corona
virus (COVID 19), there has been an
explosion of information across
various media platforms globally.
Notably, Technology has played a
pivotal role in the ﬁght: from
infor mation dissemination to
discovery/production of alternative
protective
g ears,
monitoring/creation of vital data
and ﬁnding a lasting solution to the
pandemic. Lessons from this act can
be learnt and replicated in the ﬁght
against climate change, agricultural
problems and other environmental
issues and as posited by Dr Nwebaza
during her keynote speech; 'We need
to examine the technologies in this
pandemic period, some of which
includes energy. We need light to
power a lot of things; solar and wind
energy will take over from fossil fuels
few years from now.'
The panelists during the session
focused on the importance of
technolog y in solving various
environmental and agricultural
issues. Technology, as asserted by all
panelists is also necessar y in

focused on the issues faced by
d e ve l o p i n g c o u n t r i e s i n t h e
implementation of environmental
laws and policies and how these
challenges can be solved. The steps
in policy formulation and various
opportunities within sector were also
discussed. It is important to note that
policy For mulation and
Implementation are both central
parts of the strategic planning
process. Whereas policy formulation
stands at the top and builds up the
framework, implementation is a
direct consequence of the decisions
so to speak of the output of policy
formulation.
The topic of discourse for the 2nd
session was COVID-19 and the
Environment; The Power of
Technology, which held on 14th
October 2020 moderated by Baliqees
Saludeen (Founder, Bays Planet
foundation). The Keynote Speaker
was; Dr Rose Mwebaza (Director
Climate Technology Centre and
N e t wo r k ( C T C N ) , E c o n o my
Division, United Nations
Environment) and the panelists
included; Vere Shaba (Founder,
Green Design), Dr Debisi Araba
(Managing Director, African Green
3
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problem which will help with
designing questionnaire that focuses
on the solution and we been able to
harvest data to make informed
decisions

statistical data, Data helps to track
trends and patterns and is also critical
and we cannot do without it.
According to Henry Bassey, 'We
need to be clear on a research

4
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(Founder, International Climate
Change Development Initiative).
It is highly imperative that the
governments, private and public
sectors invest in Green projects such
as clean and green technologies to
promote smart, sustainable and
inclusive growth and employment
opportunities. Smart Agriculture and
the inter vention of banks in
promoting green investments were
also discussed. The panelists agreed
that ﬁnance plays a critical role in our
joint objective to achieve transition to
low carbon and resilient economies
and as noted by Anna Rääs; in
Nigeria, the key priorities are to
promote climate friendly change and
investment and there is the need to
increase awareness about this topic.

n the 4th of November,
2020, the third week of
the webinar, we focused
on Green Finance. We had the H.E
Carl-Michael Gräns, the Swedish
Ambassador to Nigeria, Ghana,
Cameroon and ECOWAS who was
duly represented by Anna Rääs
(Second Secretary, Deputy Head of
Mission, Economic and Political
Affairs & Trade, Swedish Embassy
Abuja). The Panelist included; Maria
Auma Horne (Co-founder, BLI
Global), Edirisa Sembatya (Senior
Programme Manager, Uganda Green
Enterprise Finance Accelerator) and
Dr Innocent Onah (Climate and
Green Growth Expert, Africa
Development Bank). This session
was moderated by Olumide Idowu
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he last part of the Green
Webinar Series was held on
11th November, 2020.
Hadizat Avosuahi Jimoh (an
Environmentalist) was the
moderator and panelists were: Axel
Hallgren (Programme Ofﬁcer
Environment and Climate, Embassy
of Sweden, Abuja), Dr Sunday
Fagbemi (Senior Lecturer,
University of Ibadan) and John
Darko (Ghana Institute of
Management and Public
Administration). The discussion
focused on the second part of
Environmental Laws and Policies;
When the environment ﬁghts back:
creating a defence from a legal
perspective.
Climate change is upsetting our

T

planet, glaciers, rivers and other
wa t e r ﬂ ow s w h i ch p r ov i d e s
livelihood for several household.
Environmental pressures are now
hitting the bottom-line affecting
incomes and livelihoods around the
world. Dr Fagbemi noted that we
have to do all that needs to be done
to protect the environment as we
depend on it. During the discussion,
it was said that environmental
impact assessment test should be
carried out on each business so they
do not affect the environment.
In conclusion, it is said that for
effective compliance amongst the
citizenry, there is need for education
and awareness programs in localities
to ensure people wake up and do the
right thing.

The Green Webinar Series was
attended by over 350 participants
from around the globe. The webinar
was structured in remarks, welcome

addresses from hosts and supporting
o r g a n i z a t i o n s ; p r e s e n t a t i o n s,
keynote address and Q & A sessions.
6
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AFRICA GREEN AWARDS

THE CELEBRATION OF GREAT MINDS ACROSS

THE AFRICAN CONTINENT

EMPOWERING

AFRICAN YOUTHS
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T

guest speakers at the event included;
The Ambassador of Sweden to
Nigeria, Ghana, Cameroon and
ECOWAS, H.E Carl-Michael Gräns,
Dr Musonda Mumba of the United
N a t i o n s '
Environment
Programme, Joaquin
Boston; ( Chairman of
the International
Board of Global
Actors and Business
for Sustainability ) and
Dr Richard Munang,
U n i t e d
Nations
Environmen
t Africa
Regional
Climate
C h a n g e
Programme
Coordinator.
During the
Ambassador'
s Goodwill
Message, he
noted that
t
h
e
environment and climate change are
very important and we must stress
the importance of engagement and
dialogue to make positive changes.
Top highlights at the event included
the announcement of the top 3
ﬁnalists of the Africa Green Grant

he event; Africa Green
Awa r d s wa s s e t u p t o
discover, promote and
empower young Africans in the
g r e e n s e c t o r — T h e Awa r d s
recognizes young
innovators in the sector
working to preserve our
environment while also
promoting the United
Nations' Sustainable
Development Goals.
From alternative energy
to upcycling/recycling
to meet up
t
h
e
solutions, to
sustainable
fashion,
sustainable
a
n
d
affordable
ag riculture
to advocacy
and strong
youths'
empowerme
nt across
Africa, this
initiative seeks to encourage them
and spur this young Africans to
action.
Though this year's event was virtual,
it delivered in various capacities as it
had several speakers from different
walks of life locally and globally. The
8
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Award. Adejoke was also awarded
the sum of N1 million having
contested among 10 ﬁnalists, who
lead several startups in Liberia,
Nigeria and Kenya. Dr Richard
Munang also known as the father of
innovative volunteerism was
honoured as Africa Green
Champion for 2020 for the great
work he is doing not only in the
environment sector but also in youth
development affairs.

Award; Rita Idehai, Bilkisu GarbaDiallo and Adejoke Lasisi.
During her speech, Dr
Musonda mentioned how proud she
is of young and brilliant Africans in
the green sector, she noted that the
United Nations Environment
Programme have been working with
different young women looking at
how the restoration of the
environment matters andﬁnally, she
congratulated all nominees and
encouraged them to keep up the
good work.
T he recipients of the award
categories (in no particular order)
are:
S t e f ﬁ
M a i n g i
o f
EBAGROPAMOJA (Kenya)was
announced the winner of the Africa
Green Person Award.
The Green Female Award went to
Bilkisu Garba-Diallo who runs The
Upcycle Architect in Nigeria.
Tolulope Olukokun of Think
Electric Africa Initiative in Nigeria
emerged the winner of the Under 40
Green Award.
Victoria Wangui (Kenya) of Nyika
Silika won the Green Media Award.
Victor Maduforo of Marist
Brothers' Juniorate, Nigeria, was
named the winner of the Inter
School Green Essay Competition
and Adejoke Lasisi of Planet 3R
won this year's Africa Green Grant

Prominent during the event was also
Joaquin Boston's speech which
f o c u s e d o n A f r i c a a n d h ow
important it is to transform fully and
grow in strength through practices.
'To the youths and young people
from Africa, he said, we have to keep
doing meaningful things to ensure
that nature is not affected with the
help of United Nations and other
professionals in the ﬁeld.'
The ceremony was indeed
ﬁlled with so much fun, thanks to
the hosts; Tolulope Adeler uBalogun and Seyifunmi Adebote.
The organizers of this event
hope that more attention is placed
on the green sector and the African
youths in order to support their
effor ts and tur n the African
continent positively for good.
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AFRICA GREEN AWARDS

CONTINUES

O

Recipients of the Green Female Award,
Under 40 Green Award, Africa Green
Grant Award and one of the 2020 Africa
Green Grant ﬁnalists, Rita Idehai and
correspondents from News Agency of
Nigeria were also at the event.

n Thursday, 19th November,
2020, the physical presentation
of some of the Award plaques
was done at the residence of the Swedish
Ambassador to Nig eria, Ghana,
Cameroon and ECOWAS, H.E CarlMichael Gräns. Others present at the
event were; Seyifunmi Adebote,
Communications Ofﬁcer at the Swedish
Embassy in Abuja, Barr. Adanna
Kalejaye, Group General Manager of
Eleven Eleven Twelve Foundation,
Zadok Adeleye, Project Lead of Eleven
E l e ve n Twe l ve Fo u n d a t i o n a n d
Oyinkansola Sosanya, the
Communication Lead of Eleven Eleven
Twelve Foundation.

H.E Carl-Michael Gräns appreciated the
work of these young Africans in
improving the environmental quality and
suppor ting its sustainability. He
congratulated EETFoundation for
another successful Africa Green Awards
and encouraged young Africans to be
more proactive and continue to bring
t h o s e i n n o va t i o n s i n t o s o l v i n g
environmental issues.

H.E Carl-Michael Gräns
with the Barr. Adanna Kalejaye and
the recipients of the Awards

H.E Carl-Michael Gräns with
Eleven Eleven Twelve Foundation team
members
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The presentation of the map of Africa to
H.E Carl-Michael Gräns done by Barr. Adanna Kalejaye

H.E Carl-Michael Gräns with Eleven Eleven Twelve Foundation
team members, recipients of the Awards
and correspondents from the News Agency of Nigeria

the British High Commission and
Adesuwa Adesuyi; Climate Change
Policy Manager also at the British High
Commission. To discuss the need for
active collaboration on agenda 2030 for
sustainable development as this is
paramount in achieving the Sustainable
Development Goals. During the visit, we
discussed ways/actions at stopping
climate change and looking forward to a
prosperous and sustaiable planet.

We also presented the map of Africa
(made by Ibrahim Gbadamosi from Aso
òfì, Kènte and Ànkárá fabric waste) to
the Swedish Ambassador to Nigeria,
Ghana, Cameroon and ECOWAS; H.E
Carl-Michael Gräns.
COURTESY VISIT
The Eleven Eleven Twelve Foundation
team met with Sean Melbourne; Head of
Climate Change & Energy West Africa at

(L-R; Zadok Adeleye,

Adesuwa Obasuyi,

Sean Melbourne
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Green
HangOuts

Partnership
for the Goals

World
Environment
Day

CONTINUATION
OF PROJECTS
(Briquettes,
Composting
and Tree
Planting)
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Green Grant
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Green
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up day

Climate
Actions
Commitment

Africa Green
Awards
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